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Since the Asteroids II meeting in 1988, there has been a tremendous development of the studies devoted to asteroid families. First, new reliable statistical methods have been applied for statistical identification using independent, sophisticated approaches and taking profit of new and much larger data sets of asteroid proper elements. The good agreement obtained between different classifications made it possible to develop  a number of researches aimed at investigating the physical behaviour of the identified groupings in terms of catastrophic collision phenomena. In particular, it has been possible to derive the first, reliable reconstruction of the original ejection velocity fields experienced by the fragments at the epoch of family formation. Moreover, the fragment size distribution and the velocity-size relationship have been investigated, tentatively interpreted in terms of simple physics, and used to produce a general model of catastrophic disruption events in agreement with the observational evidence. These results are of extreme relevance in different respects, including the general inventory of the main belt population, that seems to be dominated by asteroid members at small sizes. Moreover, family physical studies have been applied to the problem of injection of fragments intomean-motion and secular resonances. In turn, this made it possible to estimate the expected number of Near Earth Asteroids which can be produced by family-forming events. Recently, this approach has also been used to identify the most likely parent bodies of km-sized NEAs. In the meantime, spectroscopic campaigns have been devoted to study the properties of the members of the most important identified families in order to confirm their common origins, identify likely interlopers and understand the internal composition of their parent bodies. This has also been used to develop a new family classification technique, based on a simultaneous analysis of orbital proper elements and spectroscopic properties.

