The Library

The Observatory library originated with the bequest of books from the private collection of Giuseppe Pi-
azzi, first observatory director. Among the over 350 works making the original nucleus of the library, are
some rare editions from XVI and XVII centuries, and periodicals of international resonance such as the Phi-
losophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London and L'Histoire de I'Académie Royale des Sciences
de Paris.

Throughout time, the library collections have grown thanks to the exchange of astronomical and meteoro-
logical serials and publications with Observatories from all over the world, particularly at the turn of the XX
century.

The library is astronomy and astrophysics oriented, and consists of an historical and a modern section.
Together they include over 20,000 monographs and 1,100 periodicals.

The public can refer to the collections upon previous appointment.

Guided tours of the library can be organised on request. For information contact:
e Modern library: Dott.ssa F. Martines, tel. 091/233 244

o Historical library and archives: Dott.ssa D. Randazzo, tel. 091/233 243
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